	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Thursday, 12th July, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Lester (In the Chair)
P Bullen, D Dempsey & A Hubbard 


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor M Creffield
 D Blackburn
 






	
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, 
Councillor Lester was appointed as Chair of the meeting.

	
C34/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Guttridge, P Hutchings and R Taylor and County Councillor R Lindsay.


	
C35/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard & Lester; 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Dempsey & Lester; and
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester


	
C36/18/19     	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.


	
C37/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th June, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C38/18/19

	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay had submitted a written report on:

· Suffolk County Council’s decision to introduce from September 2019, charging in respect of school bus services to schools which were not the nearest to a pupil’s home.
· A wide-ranging review of highway services launched by the Cabinet Member for Highways, Councillor Mary Evans.
· The estimated cost of a “Children playing” sign of £748 (minute 22/18/19 refers).

The preliminary view of the Parish Council was that it was concerned that the erection of a “children playing” notice could set a precedent, for arguably, there were a number of locations in the village that might seek such a notice; there were potential risks associated with public use of the highway and pavements and the installation of signage at this and other locations across the village did not, necessarily, represent a good use of public money; the perceived risk would best be reduced by parents ensuring that their children did not play in the road. However, it was recognised that the Parish Council should reach out to the local community and seek their views before taking a final decision on this matter and act in accordance with the wishes of the village.

It was AGREED: That an article be placed in The Bugle seeking the views of local people about the erection of a “Children Playing sign” at the junction of Rotheram Road and Artiss Close.


	
C39/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES)

The Kings Pightle Trustees would be meeting on Tuesday, 17th July, 2018 to take a final decision on the investment of funds from the Henry Morphew bequest.

Councillor Bullen reported upon the overgrown and potentially precarious state of the footpath to the rear of the Parish Church. Ideally, a rail should be installed on the side next to the ditch and he was seeking to pursue discussions with the landowner about the feasibility of this. Councillor Dempsey suggested that the matter be taken up with the Rights of Way Officer if necessary.


	
C40/18/19     
	
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

The Clerk was asked to pursue the installation of replacement bollards in the Market Place in consultation with the Vice-Chair, Councillor Guttridge. It was proposed that the bollards should have looped tops so that chains could be threaded through them to cordon off areas at events.

The whereabouts of the event signs was unknown and it was recognised that new signage might need to be purchased if not recovered, with stricter controls applied to its return.

It was AGREED: That an article be placed in The Bugle seeking the return of community signage, plastic bollards etc, that members of the local community might have collected over time. 

It was noted that the hedges at the cemetery and churchyard were overgrown and the Clerk was asked to arrange for it to be trimmed at the end of August (after the second clutch of nesting).

The post for the dog bin at the corner of Church Road with Consent Lane was broken and the Clerk was asked to organise a replacement.


	
C41/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

There were no matters to report.









	
C42/18/19














	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
  
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:


	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£631.52

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£101.05

	
	HMRC
	PAYE (to end Jun)
	Salaries & Expenses
	£626.00

	
	HMRC
	Employer NI
	Salaries & Expenses
	£95.36

	
	

	
C43/18/19



	
QUARTERLY REPORT

The Clerk reported that £1500 had been transferred from the General Fund to the Asset Replacement Reserve in accordance with the Budget allocation for 2018/19. There were no abnormal items of income or expenditure so far during the current financial year. There was a discussion about grants. The annual grants round had been discontinued in 2017 in view of the number of in-year grants being issued and because of financial uncertainties arising from the Parish Council’s application for judicial review of a planning decision. It was noted that greater stability with regard to the Parish Council’s finances might provide the opportunity to re-introduce the annual grants round in future years, although applications could be considered at any time during the year.

It was AGREED: That the quarterly report for the first quarter (1 April to 30 June 2018) be received.


	
C44/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

There were none.

Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

There were none.


	
C4518/19     
		
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Creffield reported on the following matters:

· A presentation given recently at Lavenham on affordable housing models (a copy was supplied to the Clerk).
· The outcome of the Local Government Boundary Review of Babergh was expected to be announced in September 2018, with a reduction from 45 to 32 District Councillors with elections for the new wards to take place in May 2019.
· Proposals made to build 59 houses on the site of the former Babergh District Council offices in Hadleigh.
· Publication by Babergh of a 6 year land supply for future housing development across the district which might reduce speculative planning applications.
· Details of options for a Joint Development Scheme (a copy was given to the Clerk).


	
C46/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C47/18/19
	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Bullen was liaising with Wattisham over plans for Remembrance 2018. In response to a point raised by Councillor Lester, it was felt that the bels of the Parish Church should be rung at 11am on 11th November in marking the centenary of the ending of the First World War.

It was AGREED: That ideas for Remembrance be sought from the local community via The Bugle and the matter be given further consideration at the Parish Council meeting in September.

Councillor Hubbard reported that he had inspected the road markings at the exit from Brooksfield with the Clerk, following a reported “near miss” between to vehicles. Following discussion by Members of the Parish Council, Councillor Hubbard agreed to review road markings across the whole of the village and it was noted that these would be reported using the County Council reporting tool or, if more significant problems were found they would be submitted to the September meeting for discussion with County Councillor Lindsay.

Councillor Hubbard reported that the bus timetable noticeboard had been replaced by Suffolk County Council and the Parish Council had managed to retain the former noticeboard such that it might be used by a community group within Bildeston. The Clerk undertook to pursue the County Council for a key to the old noticeboard.

It was noted that the Village Clock was chiming incorrectly and the Clerk agreed to liaise with Haward Horological over clock repairs and a service.

Councillors Guttridge and Hubbard had considered arrangements for securing the Christmas Tree in the Market Place and different options were presented to the meeting.

It was AGREED: That a 150mm diameter fixing for the Christmas Tree be used in the Market Place.

Councillor Bullen referred to the increase in dog mess in the village particularly on Church Lane. The Clerk undertook to obtain no dog mess stickers for sticking to dog bins throughout the village.

It was AGREED: That the next scheduled meeting on 25th July 2018, should not be held but that a meeting be convened as, and when required, if a further meeting is required before the scheduled meeting on Wednesday, 12th September, 2018 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





